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Update On Bond Projects 
Construction activity continues to be brisk 
in the Klein Independent School District. 
Blackshear Elementary, the 27th elementary 
school in the district, opened August 2011 
with a first-day enrollment of 777 students. 
Also in August, the 2011 Renovation and 
Repair Project, Roofing Project and Energy 
Conservation Project all came to a close. 
Most importantly, the 2011 Fire Alarm 
Project completed the installation of fire 
alarms in all schools and administrative 
buildings throughout the district, which 
was a culmination of a five-year project and 
fulfillment of the district’s commitment to 
the fire marshal and the public. All of these 
projects represent more than $34.3 million 
of 2008 Bond Funds approved by the voters 
of the Klein ISD.
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  A referendum to  address growth, renovations, safety and security, and technology

The Klein ISD has now completed the first year of 
construction on the rebuilding of Klein High School. The 
growth of the four-story academic wing is prominently 
displayed on the corner of Stuebner Airline and Louetta. 

The academic wing includes administrative offices, library, 
science labs and classrooms on all four levels. This first 
phase of construction also includes the athletics and career 
and technology (CTE) wing that houses the gymnasiums, 
natatorium, locker rooms for physical education and 
varsity sports, CTE classrooms, automobile mechanic 

shops, and agriculture program classrooms and work areas. 
Construction is on schedule and occupancy is currently set 
for January 2013.

Presently under construction, and soon to be completed, 
is Zwink Elementary, Klein ISD Multi-Purpose Center 
and Grace England Early Childhood & Pre-Kindergarten 
Center. Zwink Elementary is located on Frassati Way off of 
Spring Stuebner near Rothwood. This is the first of a new 
prototype design by PBK Architects, and the first school 
designed from start to finish following the Collaborative 
for High Performing Schools (CHPS) guidelines. Following 
CHPS allows the district to merge instructional needs with 
sustainable construction and energy conservation into 
a facility capable of providing an exceptional learning 
environment. 

Elements included in the construction that provide an 
educational opportunity, as well as energy conservation 
benefit, are rainwater and condensate harvesting for 
irrigation, low flow plumbing fixtures, light shelves, extensive 
use of daylight for reduced lighting fixtures, cool roof, and 
interactive displays of real-time utility data. This elementary 
school is projected to be 40 percent more energy efficient 
than previous schools that did not follow the CHPS standard.

(Continued on page 4.)

Blackshear Elementary Interior
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Klein ISD Multipurpose Center
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Bond Funds-Major Projects
Klein High Reconstruction
2008

School:   Klein High 
    Rebuild
Location:   16715 Stuebner Airline
Architect:   SHW Group
Contractor:   Tellepsen Builders
Square Footage:  687,000
Design Capacity:  3,500 students
Cost:    $123,200,000
Completion Date:   Fall 2014

Bernshausen Elementary

Construction is complete on this new facility located on FM 2920, just 
west of the Lakes of Avalon subdivision. The Multipurpose Building 
houses staff development and educational technology training 
facilities, a large meeting space with a capacity of 600, an auction 
arena and holding pens for the district’s agricultural program, and 
offices and a test kitchen for the food service department.  An adjacent 
building holds the plant operations department and custodial 
products warehouse. This facility was designed by Joiner Architects 
and constructed by Durotech Builders. The various departments 
began moving into the buildings in early June, and training sessions 
for teachers and staff are currently being hosted allowing for many 
additional staff development opportunities throughout the year.

The four-story addition to Klein High School stands prominently on 
the corner of Louetta Road and Stuebner-Airline Road. Phase I is on 
schedule, and students will begin classes in the new facilities when 
they return from the Christmas/Winter holidays in January 2013.  

Once Phase I is complete, demolition of the natatorium, field house, 
life time sports, greenhouse, CTE, homemaking, pavilion, current 
main building (old Annex) and the temporary village begins. Phase 
III construction of the cafeteria, commons, main street, auditorium, 
music/fine arts, practice fields and additional athletic parking will be 
completed by August 2014.

Phase IV includes demolition of the current commons, auditorium, high 
rise, choral and music arts buildings, and is scheduled for completion 
in August 2014. The final phase addresses the parent drop-off, bus 
loop, staff parking lot and additional student parking areas, and is 
scheduled for completion by December 2014.

The 29th elementary school in the Klein ISD is on track for completion 
in July 2013. It will be ready for students in August to begin the 2013-
2014 school year. This is the fifth school of the prototype constructed 
by Durotech Builders, beginning with Benignus Elementary in 2006. 
The capacity of the school is 940 students. It is being built as a 
Collaborative for High Performing Schools (CHPS) Verified school, which 
means it will be energy efficient. Some of the energy conservation 
improvements over the original design includes rainwater and air-
conditioning condensate harvesting used for irrigation, chilled water 
air conditioning units with improved efficiencies, Low E glass windows, 
and a cool roof. Energy models show that Bernshausen should use 30 
percent less energy than Mueller constructed in 2009.

School:   Bernshausen 
    Elementary
Location:   11116 Mahaffey
Architect:   Matrix-Spencer
Contractor:   Durotech
Square Footage:  115,689
Design Capacity:  940 students
Cost:    $19,114,792
Opening:    Fall 2013

Facility:   KISD Multipurpose   
    Center   
Location:   7500 & 7520 FM 2920
Architect:   Joiner Partnership
Contractor:   Durotech
Square Footage:  125,730
Cost:    $16,018,489
Opening :   June 2012

Klein High School Main Street Architectural Rendering 

Bernshausen Entrance Architectural Rendering



Zwink Elementary 

School:   Grace England Early 
    Childhood & Pre-K Center 
Location:   7535 Prairie Oak Drive 
Architect:   Bay IBI Architects
Contractor:   Collier Construction
Square Footage:  65,000
Design Capacity:  500 students (a.m.)/
    500 students (p.m.)
Budget:   $10,058,000
Opening :   Fall 2012

Grace England Early Childhood & 
Pre-Kindergarten Center
The center’s design is by Bay IBI Architects. Collier Construction 
constructed it on a site adjacent to McDougle Elementary. The school 
will accommodate 500 students in the morning and afternoon sessions 
each, for a total student population of 1,000 served. Building this 
school allows the district to avoid building another elementary school 
south of FM 1960, and alleviates this portion of the student enrollment 
from the seven elementary schools in the area. This is the first time the 
district has housed the three- and four-year-old children together in 
one school. Principal Ann Dristas and staff welcome these eager young 
learners on August 27, 2012. The mascot for the school is an owl.

Zwink Elementary is a newly designed elementary school by PBK 
Architects that is planned to be the next prototype for future 
elementary schools. The location is a 19-acre site near Spring-Stuebner 
and Rothwood in the new park at Klein subdivision. This is the first 
school in Klein ISD that is designed from the beginning as a CHPS 
Verified school. Brookstone was selected as the construction manager 
for the project, and began building in May 2011. Jenny McGown was 
named principal, and she and her staff look forward to welcoming all 
the Zwink Zebras in August 2012. 
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KISD Student Services Center

Facility:   Student Services Center 
Location:   16710 Kleinwood
Architect:   PBK Architects
Contractor:   GTT Construction
Square Footage:  14,000
Cost:    $1,500,000
Opening:   Fall 2012

Facility:   Zwink Elementary 
Location:   22200 Frassati Way
Architect:   PBK Architects
Contractor:   Brookstone
Square Footage:  125,000 
Design Capacity:  940 students
Cost:    $17,601,299
Opening:   Fall 2012

The 2008 Bond Plan included funding to enlarge the current Klein 
Instructional Center (KIC) that was not built with 2004 bond funds 
due to the mold remediation at four elementary schools. The district 
determined purchasing an existing commercial space and converting 
it would be more fiscally responsible, and allow for additional square 
footage that would also have ample parking. The district purchased 
part of the Kleinwood center off Louetta Rd. near Kleb Intermediate, 
and the renovation is occuring this summer. 

This facility will house the student services and student information 
departments. The relocation of these departments will allow a 
renovation of the Central Office building to more efficiently utilize 
the available space for the finance, communications and planning, 
human resources and school administration departments. Similarly, 
the areas vacated in the KIC building permits a better, more efficient 
use of that facility as well. 

Bond Funds-Major Projects 2008

Zwink Elementary Nearing Completion

Grace England Early Childhood & Pre-K Center Entrance Rendering



(Continued from page 1)

The Klein ISD Multi-Purpose Center is the new home for the 
Annual FFA Show, staff development, educational technology, 
plant operations and nutrition and food services offices. Staff 
development was previously conducted in several facilities 
throughout the district, as well as churches and other facilities 
with large meeting rooms. These sessions can now be held in this 
one facility, thereby relieving the stress on other district buildings 
and eliminating the reliance on outside venues. Educational 
technology, plant operations and nutrition and food services 
departments had previously occupied the Klein ISD Annex (now 
the Klein High School main building) for several years, and were 
relocated to make way for the future demolition of that facility. 
The agriculture program now has state-of-the-art facilities for 
housing animals during the annual show, and an air-conditioned 
auction arena for attendees and bidders. Move-in occurred on 
May 29, 2012, and the first staff development sessions began on 
June 11.

	2012 Roofing & Structural Repairs Project               
$1,600,000 

 2012 Facility Renovations and Repair Project 
 $9,300,000 

Bond UPDATE, pg. 4

	Klein High School Baseball Bleacher &     
Concessions  Project 

 $750,000
 KHS Soccer Field Bleacher Replacement & 

Annex Remodel Project 
 $626,000

  Klein Memorial Stadium Turf Replacement 
 $360,000

Bond Funds-Other Projects2008

To relieve overcrowding in the southern portion of the district, 
administration proposed the construction of an early childhood 
and pre-kindergarten center on a site adjacent to McDougle 
Elementary. This school was named after Grace England, the 
first director of special education in KISD. Students from the 
surrounding seven elementary schools - Epps Island, Eiland, 
Greenwood Forest, Klenk, Kaiser, McDougle and Nitsch - will 
attend Grace England in morning and afternoon sessions, with 
up to 500 students in each. Grace England Early Childhood & Pre-
Kindergarten Center opens with the new school year in August 
2012. Like Zwink Elementary, it was designed and constructed 
following CHPS guidelines.

Other projects getting started across the district include 
Bernshausen Elementary, Klein High School baseball field 
renovation, Klein Memorial Stadium turf replacement, 2012 
district-wide renovations and repair project, 2012 roofing project, 
and the renovation of KISD Student Services Center  at Kleinwood. 
For more information, visit www.kleinisd.net/facilities.

Blackshear Elementary Sundial

Blackshear Elementary Bioswale


